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were going to pay, if the pickers in-
tended to pay prevailing wage, which
by every interpretation of the 22 Fed-
eral contracts that I have worked on as
a lawyer in my lifetime, and at least
the five cases that I can recall that
were before my court, prevailing wage,
no matter whether you mention Davis
Bacon or not, is presumed to fall under
the provisions of Davis Bacon and the
rulings made by the Labor Department
as to which each region has as pre-
vailing wage.

And believe me, Mr. Speaker, min-
imum wage is not there. I can tell you
that anywhere in the valley, Rio
Grande Valley you can pour a slab for
minimum wage. But if you are under a
Federal contract, you will pay at least
three times what you can pour any slab
for in the valley, because the Davis-
Bacon Act and the prevailing wage pro-
vision requires that kind of expense.

So, by putting that in there, right
there, there are going to be a lot of
people that say I don’t want any part
of that because I am going to lose my
job if my employer is required to pay
that kind of wage to me. So I will stay
right here. And if they do try to get
that wage, I think, unfortunately,
there are people, even with employer
sanctions, that are still going to be
looking for that next wave of illegal
immigrants to come across our south-
ern border.

So, with all these problems, I would
like to propose to this House that we
consider doing this right. All these
issues as to the people that are already
here illegally, and the people that are
coming across every night, and the
people who would be willing to come
over here as part of a work program,
all of these issues need to be, we need
to step back and look at all the holes
that is in what we are proposing today
and try to figure out how we can put
together a system that will really work
to solve these problems.

So I propose that the House bill and
those Senate provisions which enhance
border security that are in the Senate
provision, Senate bill, should be what
we pass out of conference to this floor
to be voted into law today. And I would
also propose, Mr. Speaker, that in that
bill, we give a pledge, you can call it a
contract with the immigration commu-
nity, that we will expedite a study and
solution that works, that doesn’t over-
whelm, that has the resources to make
this whole system work over the next
12 to 18 months as a dedication of this
House to fix this problem correctly,
not 2 weeks debate in the Senate, and
put patches on a leaking tire.

Mr. Speaker, if we will calm down,
defend our borders and address each of
these issues in an appropriate order to
come up with sanctions for employers
and means to identify these people that
have a valid reason to working and a
valid card, some Kkind of biometric
thing, if we will create those things,
and as we do it, say, and how is this
system going to work and maybe we
have to do something else to make that
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system work. Does it take an FBI
agent to do every background check? I
think that is a question that needs to
be addressed.

I think there are a lot of questions
that are coming up in what I would
consider a rushed decision to judgment
on immigration, and we are still leav-
ing the base of what we call legal im-
migration totally and completely un-
workable. And many of our work visa
programs that we have in this country
that want to bring this some of the
technical workers that we really need
here are overwhelmed also to the point
where they become unmanageable for
the people involved.

With this, I propose, Mr. Speaker,
that we think hard about giving a
pledge to the American people and to
the immigrant community that we will
work out a workable system fair to
Americans and fair to those people
that are here. I don’t know what it will
be. I have ideas. There are many great
men and women in this House and in
the Senate who have good ideas too.
And we can study those ideas, bring in
experts, get the real numbers, know
what the real problems and the real so-
lutions to these problems, slow down
and do it right because, Mr. Speaker, if
we don’t do it right, nothing will
change in the immigration policy of
this country, and nothing will change
on our borders. And that is a fear that
I, quite frankly, do not think the
American people are willing to live
with.

And finally, Mr. Speaker, with all
those thoughts about immigration, you
and I know, as I know you well, you are
very concerned about the security, the
homeland security of this country. And
Mr. Speaker, all of that has to be
planned in here so we know who is
coming and who is not and who we
didn’t catch and how to hunt them
down so the terrorists and the people
who would do us harm or just the com-
mon criminals who come here to steal,
rob, rape, pillage and whatever they
plan to do, we know them, we can find
them, we can incarcerate them, we can
give them a fair trial like we give ev-
erybody that is inside the continental
United States or subject to our juris-
diction and deal with them properly.
But the unknown is intolerable.

So Mr. Speaker, I realize the hour is
late, and the reason I am here late is
because I think this message is so very
important to the American people.
Let’s pass border security and let’s
make a proper effort to come up with a
solution to these problems, not a
patch.

And with that Mr. Speaker, thank
you for being here with me tonight and
thank you for the late hour.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. REYES (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of illness
in the family.
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Mr. CAMPBELL of California (at the
request of Mr. BOEHNER) for June 6 and
until 5:00 p.m. on June 7 on account of
personal business.

Mr. MCcHUGH (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today after 8:00 p.m. and
June 9 on account of family illness.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MARKEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. PELOSI, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,

today.
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SNYDER, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for 5 min-
utes, today.
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. POE) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CONAWAY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BisHOP of Utah, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. SODREL, for 5 minutes, today.

————
SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of
the following titles:

S. 193. An act to increase the penalties for
violations by television and radio broad-
casters of the prohibitions against trans-
mission of obscene, indecent, and profane
language.

S. 2803. An act to amend the Federal Mine
Safety and Health Act of 1977 to improve the
safety of mines and mining.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 59 minutes
p.m.) the House adjourned until tomor-
row, Friday, June 9, 2006, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

7902. A letter from the State Director, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s report entitled, ‘“‘Community
and Business Programs Project List’’ cumu-
lative through September 30, 2005; to the
Committee on Financial Services.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-19T12:33:39-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




